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Headteacher’s Welcome

A warm welcome to St Mary’s CE School.

It is a great privilege to welcome you to our school on behalf of the children, staff and
governors. We are a caring school that welcomes all children and their families. The de-
cisions we make are rooted in Christian values and are child focused. Our intention is
to ensure our children achieve and reach their academic potential.

The opportunities we provide ensure our children receive a rich experience and are
challenged to develop their thinking skills and independence which will help them to
embrace the many opportunities in the future. This dovetails with an awareness of the
children’s contribution in the local and wider community.

This prospectus provides only a snap shot of our school and our

website, offers more depth. However please do come and visit our
school to appreciate the school in action.

NCo€Y.nz _reas.sMI.." " p rt




A long tradition of education ..

Since 1856 starting with the Subscription School then becoming the National School in 1858. there has been a long history of
quality education in Kirkby Lonsdale. At this time there was a boys, girls and infants school and in 1922 these merged to
become the Kirby Lonsdale National School. The 1970s saw the closure of many neighbouring local village schools.
Eventually with increasing numbers at the National School, plans were put in place to build a new building. In 1986 the
headeacher of the National School, Mr D Dixon, made the transition to what is now St Mary’s Church of England School.

There has clearly been a long history of teaching and learning in Kirkby Lonsdale despite the current building being 30 years
old. Whilst we recently celebrated our 3oth anniversary with Bishop James, we were actually also celebrating 160 years of the
school’s history in our superb town of Kirkby Lonsdale. This year our children planted fruit trees in our garden to
remember Mr Dennis Dixon the first headteacher of St Marys and the last headteacher of the National School. As we
reflect upon the past and the school’s heritage we continue to look to the future and enabling our children to be prepared
for their future in an ever changing world.



